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CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 0804 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ICRC, PARM, US, VN 

SUBJECT: PRG ISSUE AT LOW CONFERENCE 

REF: CANBERRA 0797 

DFA FIRST ASSISTANT SECRETARY MICHAEL COOK HAS JUST 
CALLED TO EXPLAIN RATIONALE FOR AUSTRALIAN SUPPORT 
OF UNSUCCESSFUL CHALLENGE TO CHARIMAN'S RULING. 

GOA POSITION WAS THAT A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RULE 
32 AS WELL AS RESOLUTION SUPPORTING RULE 35 SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN PUT TO VOTE. COOK UNDERSTANDS THAT NEXT 
PHASE OF PROCEDURAL STRUGGLE WILL BE AN ALGERIAN 
PROPOSAL THAT BOTH GVN AND PRG BE ACCORDED 
OBSERVER STATUS. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH AUSTRALIA 
WOULD HAVE BEEN HAPPY TO HAVE PRG AS 
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OBSERVER, THEY WILL FLATLY OPPOSE ANY CHALLENGE 
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TO GVN CREDENTIALS AS FULL PARTICIPANT. 
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